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trade would be increased to the mutual advantage of both metropole 
and colonies. The argument seems familiar, not to say antiquated. 
M. Zolla does not, however, advocate preferential tariffs as a means of 
securing the desired result. 

From M. Zolla's account, it is to be inferred that France is far behind 
the United States in the matter of cooperative enterprises related to 
agriculture. Cooperative creameries and farmer's mutual insurance 
companies are described as new devices , and much benefit is expected 
from them. In the United States many cooperative creameries have 
been organized, but the majority have failed or have been transformed 
into joint-stock companies with few shareholders. Mutual insurance 
among farmers is of long standing with us and bids fair to continue. 

M. Zolla argues against the proposal to abolish the impdt personnel- 
mobilier and to substitute, therefore , an income tax assessed upon the 
excess of income above 2500 francs. He thinks that practically all 
agriculturists who now pay the impdt personnel-mobilier would be obliged 
to pay more under such an income-tax law. His method of reaching 
this conclusion is not satisfying. 

For an American student of agricultural economics this volume has 
little value. Little useful information can be gleaned from its pages 
as regards any of the subjects discussed. The general impression which 
an American derives from its perusal is that agricultural science and 
practice is in a backward state in France ; and the fact that this collec- 
tion of essays is presented as a serious contribution to the literature of 
agriculture strongly supports this impression. 

Royal Meeker. 

Princeton University. 

Land Reform. By JESSE COLLINGS, M. P. London, Long- 
mans, Green and Company, 1906. — xxiv, 452 pp. 

Land reform is a vital question in England at the present time ; and 
in this volume Mr. Collings sets forth in a striking way his view of the 
problem and the plans proposed for its solution. The author is the 
son of " a noble peasant woman," to whose memory the book is dedi- 
cated ; and he claims to voice the feelings and to represent the point 
of view of the tillers of the soil. "In dealing with the agricultural 
laborer," he writes, " I have based my statements on my own expe- 
rience, on the lore and traditions of the cottage, on Parliamentary 
papers, as well as [on] other authorities " (p. xvii). 

The purpose of the book is to advocate plans of land reform and of 
rural education in England. The ultimate aim is to reestablish a 
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numerous and thrifty agricultural class, which is believed by the author 
to be the only true basis of lasting prosperity in any country. The 
occasion for the agitation of this question will be obvious when it is 
noted that only about one-half as many persons were engaged in agri- 
culture in England and Wales in 1901 as in 1851. The general plan 
of the work is to describe the provisions of the Land Purchase Bill and 
of the Agricultural Education in Elementary Schools Bill ; to discuss 
the merits of the latter ; to trace the growth of the present land system ; 
and to set forth the arguments for and against the proposals made for 
a reform in that system. 

The Purchase of Land Bill is divided into two parts. 

Part I provides means to enable the tenant to acquire the freehold of the 
farm he rents. When the landlord and tenant agree upon the sale of a 
farm, and on the price to be paid for the same, the board of agriculture 
may, after making due inquiry, advance to the tenant the whole of the pur- 
chase money. The repayment of the advance so made is to be by an 
annual instalment at the rate of three and one-fourth per cent of the whole 
sum. The three and one-fourth per cent is made up of two and three- 
fourths per cent for interest and one-half per cent for sinking fund [p. 3] . 
Part II of the bill enables the board of agriculture to purchase any land 
which they may deem suitable for the purpose of providing holdings for 
persons who desire to buy and who will themselves cultivate the holdings. 
Every such holding shall be not less than three acres and not more than 
one hundred acres in extent. . . . The board may advance any money 
not exceeding nine-tenths, or, if they think fit in some cases, up to the 
whole of the cost, to the purchaser of a small holding . . . and the method 
of repayment ... is the same as in Part I of the bill [p. 1 1] . 

This is not the first effort to reestablish the class of landowning 
farmers and peasant proprietors in England. The Small Holdings Act 
of 1892 was passed for such a purpose. This has not proved very 
effective ; a result which Mr. Collings ascribes to the fact that the ad- 
ministration of the act was left to the county councils, whose members, 
as a rule, were more interested in maintaining the present status than 
in developing independent holdings. 

The chapters which discuss the Agricultural Education in Elementary 
Schools Bill, 1905, will be found suggestive by those who are inter- 
ested in the introduction of agricultural subjects into the rural schools 
in the United States. 

The general object of this bill is to provide for the teaching in public ele- 
mentary schools of agricultural and horticultural subjects ; to give facilities 
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for nature study ; and generally by means of object lessons to cultivate 
habits of observation and inquiry on the part of pupils. A schedule 
attached to the bill contains the following subjects, in addition to nature 
study, to be taught in the schools : Fruit-, flower- and vegetable-growing ; 
poultry- and bee-keeping ; budding, pruning and grafting ; cow and pig- 
keeping ; milking ; rotation of garden crops ; nature and properties of 
soils ; knowledge and choice of seeds ; structure, life and food of plants ; 
action of birds and insects on crops ; use of manures ; use of simple tools ; 
packing fruit, vegetables and other produce for market [p. 21]. 

It is believed that the present system of education prepares the rural 
children for the life of other industries rather than for agricultural pur- 
suits. Many reasons have been given for the fact that the country dis- 
tricts have been and are being deserted ; " but there is no doubt," says 
Mr. Collings, "that one of the most potent causes of all is to be found 
in the kind of education given in the rural schools." 

Those who are interested in the problem of English land tenure, 
whether they agree with Mr. Collings in his main contention or not, 
will find his book instructive ; those who are interested in rural educa- 
tion will find it suggestive ; and all who are interested in social and 
economic problems should find it worth reading. 

Henry C. Taylor. 
University of Wisconsin. 

The Labour Movement in Australasia. A Study in Social 
Democracy. By Victor S. Clark, Ph. D. New York, Henry 
Holt and Company, 1906. — xi, 327 pp. and map. 

This book is characterized, in the author's preface, as 

an attempt to describe the history of the political labour party of Australasia, 
to analyse its policy and the result of that policy so far as applied, and at 
the same time to make clear the differences as well as the similarities char- 
acterising those countries and America, which must affect the application to 
our own problems of their experience. ... I have tried to write from the 
standpoint of an agnostic in social creeds. My observations were made 
during visits to Australia and New Zealand, in 1903 and 1904, under a 
commission from the government. Allusions to more recent events are 
based upon correspondence and printed information. 

It may be recalled that Dr. Clark's government commission was as 
special agent of the United States bureau of labor, and that the official 
reports of his comprehensive investigation were published in the bu- 
reau's bulletin no. 49 (November, 1903) under the title, " Labor Con- 



